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FBI aoai take over 
Suiter investigation 


No evidence of tie to corruption probe, other federal case, agency says 


BY KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


The FBI has rejected calls for it to take 
over the investigation into the fatal shooting 
of a Baltimore homicide detective who was 
set to testify in a federal police corruption 
case, saying it has no evidence to suggest 
Detective Sean Suiter’s death was “directly 
connected” to the corruption probe or any 
other federal case. 

“For this reason, we believe it prudent for 
your office to continue as the lead in this 
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343 homicides in 2017 set a Baltimore 
record for killings per capita 
NEWS PG 2 


investigation, with our current commit- 
ment to assist and support you fully, 
including providing FBI analytical, foren- 
sic, and investigative support,’ FBI Assist- 
ant Director Stephen E. Richardson wrote 


to Baltimore Police Commissioner Kevin 
Davis in an undated letter reviewed by The 
Baltimore Sun. 

Richardson wrote that the agency would 
“take appropriate action” if it uncovered 
any new information that changed its 
assessment. 

Davis, who had asked the FBI to take over 
the case in his own letter to FBI Director 
Christopher Wray more than three weeks 
ago, said the FBI’s response suggests the 
federal agency has no reason to believe 
See SUITER, page 8 


ALGERINA PERNA/BALTIMORE SUN 
Baltimore Police Commissioner Kevin Davis 
announces the FBI’s decision, which he said 
suggests that Detective Sean Suiter’s 
death was not part of a conspiracy. 


Pugh ready Out for a stroll in the cold 


to appoint 
inspector 
general 


Position has been vacant 
since September 2016 


By YVONNE WENGER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Mayor Catherine Pugh said her adminis- 
tration will announce the hiring of a new 
city inspector general “very soon” to fill the 
long-vacant internal watchdog position. 

Pugh and city solicitor Andre M. Davis 
have screened and interviewed several 
candidates, Pugh said Wednesday, and a 
new inspector general is expected to be 
named early in the new year. 

The position has been filled on an interim 
basis by Stephen J. Lesniewski since 
September 2016, when former inspector 
general Robert H. Pearre Jr. resigned. 

“We need an office of inspector general 
both to uncover fraud, waste and abuse and, 
equally important, to deter” it, Davis said. 
“The likelihood of honesty and integrity is 
increased significantly if you have an office 
of the inspector general. I think it’s critical.” 

Pugh said the new choice will have “free 
rein” to investigate anyone in city govern- 
ment. 

“No one is off limits” Pugh said. 

The office has not released any investiga- 
tive reports, program reviews or audits 
since Pearre left near the end of the 
See INSPECTOR, page 11 
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PHILLIPS CO-FOUNDER DIES: Shirley Eliza- 
beth Phillips, matriarch of the Phillips Seafood 
empire that stretched from Dorchester County 
to Southeast Asia, died Monday at a family home 
in Princess Anne. She was 95. NEWS PG10 
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Christine Lookingbill, a professional dog walker, is bundled up as she walks with Sophia in Patterson Park. Temperatures 
wort go much above freezing for the next few days, and snow is a possibility on Saturday. 


NFL blindsides Ravens, New Year’s partiers 


Moving game time to 4:25 
sets up conflict for fans 


By PAMELA Woop 
The Baltimore Sun 


The NFL has thrown a wrench into the 
plans for Baltimore Ravens fans and New 
Year’s Eve revelers with the decision to 
delay the kickoff of Sunday’s final regular- 
season game. 

The league bumped the kickoff from 1 
p.m. back to 4:25 p.m. so that multiple 
games that could decide playoff berths — 
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including the Ravens’ home 
game against the Cincinnati 
Bengals — are all played at the 
same time. But now the game 
will run into end-of-the-year 
dinners and parties. 
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in the afternoon was “the most 
fair thing to do” both “from a 
competitive standpoint and 
from a fan perspective.” 

But the move is causing 
problems for fans — and also 


The game is one of five being Baltimore, it for bars and restaurants, which 
moved to later kickoffs. Now all just seems that are now figuring out how to 
of Sunday’s games are to be way. SPORTS, squeeze a football game and 
played in the afternoon. There PG1 New Year’s Eve celebrations 


will be no Sunday night show- 
case game. 

Howard Katz, the NFL's senior vice 
president for broadcasting, said that re- 
shuffling start times to place all the games 
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into a shorter window of time. 
And it has Ravens coach 
John Harbaugh wondering if the purple 
seats at M&T Bank Stadium will be filled 
See RAVENS, page 11 
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